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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

VERSUS

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA

FEDERAL GRAND JURY

In the Matter OF :

* NO. 12-03-83

GABRIEL THOMAS PORTEOUS I

{* * + % & % ¥ &k & £ x & * * * % k-

TESTIMONY OF:
RONALD BODENHEIMER

1n "lts entirety taken before the Federal Grand
Jury on Thursday, the 22nd day of Aprll 2004 .

APPEARANCES

'NOAH BOOKEINDER

DANIEL PETALAS

United States Department of Justice '
Public Integrlty Section

Washington, D.C.

.And the- Ladies dnd'Gentlémén of the Grénd Jury'
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me tell you, let me give you some pointers abowut

being a judge. Number one, you'll never bhe known

as Ronnie again, You'll be judge for the rest of,

your life. Number two, you'll never have to buy
lunch again OK. There will always be somebody to

take you to lunch. And number three, always wash

 your rear end so the attorneys have a clean place

to kiss."

Q. "Was there a time when Judge Porteous,
when he said those thinge to you, were there other|
pedple.a:quhd?' | |

A. IYes. There was a bunch of, there was a
group ofelgwyers around talking. vAnd it Was'said,
you know, ih'ﬂeet because everybody:was 1aughing._

Q. Wes there a time when he pulle&'you'aeidé.
td talk. to you-indivi&ually?;

A. Yes. It wasn't straight from théfé, but.
a 11ttle whlle later he and I ended ‘up ‘alone andr
that's when he told me that -- heisays,,"Look
Let me just tell.you_something.“,He safs,'"l know
you really don't like Louis Marcotte, " becausé.
Louis Marcotte - - and I hate to sound pre]udlce,
but he had the ponyta11 in the back and he jUSt

looked llke a_Mlaml Vice dope dealer. And:there

was always rumors about him fooling around with
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‘cocaine. .So I distanced myself from him.
Porteous knew it. And he says, "I know you-got
this bad taste in your mouth for him;‘,I know that

n

yOu‘ve heard thgse rumprsrabput'hiﬁ and cocaine.
He said, "Let mé.tell you. It}é not true. He'é a
good guy. You caﬁ truét him. If'you got problems)
with bonds go see him.- He'll never steer you
wrong. He'ii never get you hurt.n

Q. bDid he'—: did Judge Portéoué séy anything

to you 'in that conversation about spllttlng bonds°‘

About that belng a reason to talk to Mr. Marcotte?}

A.'. Yeah. Well, actually, when T was s£ill wa
Da is-when splitting the bonds things first

occurred. Porteous was the one who -- I use the

term invented it because I think of a'bettef - -

ﬁell;'he étér;ed_using that split bond‘kind of

'thing.

Q.  Could yougexplain to'thergfand jury-ve;y
brlefly how Spllt bonds worked _&héﬁ thgt.ﬁeant.
" A. Yeah A You know, before;ﬁdrtebus, a split
bond -- you know,ralmost ail bonds Wére either
cash Or'COmﬁerﬁial.- éometimés‘yoﬁrhad'pebpié ﬁho

Would come i1n and would have some: property And

even before Porteous it wasn‘t uncommon to spllt al

bqnd. But it was spllt this way A'guy comes 1in.
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things that he did for you?
A, You know, you know, at first, you know,

whén this all happened I said I didn't do anything

|for him I didn't do for anybody else. But then

thinking about it and you examine your conscience
I diqd. I mean, you know, here's a guy that bought
you lunch last nlght and- he shows up the next

morning and he wants a bond. You know, as much as

Jyou try to say, "I did the right thing and I never

did anything»illegal,“ the fact that you were . out
to dinner last night with tﬁe guy makes a
differeﬁce, you‘knoﬁ. And go I started thinking «
about it and I said, "Yeah, you kncw{,I did give
the guy aétuaily gomething that I_shouldnlﬁ have
and I wﬁs wrﬁng.fof‘that;“

'Q. - pid Judge Pbrteous' iniﬁiél converéétiop
witﬁAydu:about ﬁoﬁis Marcotte'and then the fact
tﬁat he went to those lunches, did" that contrlbute'
to the klnd of relatlonshlp that you developed .
w1th,Louls_Marqotte'Where‘yQu took things from him
and you did things fér him? -

'A. Weil, that(s a hard quéstian to answer.

I mean, Porteous never said, *“Hey, Rennie, you

know, her's gonnd'do things'for'you, vyou know, .you

can take things from him cause --" he never told

JC200576
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‘I mean, not that I didn't respect Judge Chehardy,

‘make you feel éomfortablé accepting those and

anything illegal Porteous wouldn't have anything

me that. But the fact that he -- that, you_know_
-- I probably would have been a lot more
distrustfulfof Louis Marcotte in,gengral_éf
Porteousg hadn't, vyou knéwﬁ even vouched for him.
I wa;‘dudge.cﬁehardy's DA too and when
she vouched for him that meant something. But it

really didn't mean as'much.coming‘from,Chehardy'as

it did froem Porteous because I just respected him.

but I respected Judge Porteocous a whole lot more-
Q. -Did the fact that Judge Porteous seemed
comfortablé accepting these kind of -- these sQrts-

of long and expensive lunches from Louis Marcotte

other things from him?

A, Yeah. I thought if_Lqui5@was doing,

to do with him.
_BY MR. BOOKBINDER: Does the grand jury.
have any'qugshions for the witnéss?‘ o
BY'GRAND JUROR 13 : |
Q. - I'm really not familiar ﬁith the

protocol, but is it common . for judges and bail

bondsmen to hdve lunch together or whatever? Is

that a common practice?
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